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ItÕs time to spring forward
tonight as we herald the
arrival of Daylight Saving
Time. Set your clocks ahead
an hour; the time changes at
2 a.m. Sunday. (Yes, we lose
an hour of sleep.)

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

TIME AGAIN FOR
TIME CHANGE

Citing NCAA violations,
FIU fired head womenÕs
basketball coach Marlin
Chinn. The teamÕs captain
recently alleged sexual ha-
rassment; those allegations
are still under probe, 1B

SPORTS

FIU FIRES COACH
AMID PROBE

GOP candidate Donald
Trump canceled a Friday
rally in Chicago due to safe-
ty concerns after protesters
packed into the arena where
it was to occur, 10A

CAMPAIGN 2016

TRUMP CALLS
OFF RALLY

Miami-Dade CountyÕs top
officials are pressing the
state to take over Opa-
lockaÕs collapsing govern-
ment, saying in a letter sent
out on the same day of an
FBI raid at City Hall that
they Òhave serious reserva-
tionsÓ about its financial
health.

ÒWe strongly urge the
state of Florida to intervene
in the financial operations
of . . . Opa-locka,Ó County
Mayor Carlos Gimenez and
Commissioner Barbara
Jordan wrote in a letter sent
to the stateÕs chief inspector
general on Thursday. ÒWe
are concerned that the city
will not be able to function
without state assistance.Ó

The letter was bolstered
by a detailed report of the
cityÕs dire financial condi-
tion, in which county audi-
tor Cathy Jackson highlight-
ed $4.4 million in debts
owed to the county mainly
for sewer and water servic-
es along with millions more
due to other contractors.
County officials first
stepped into the fray in
November after then-Opa-
locka City Manager Steve
Shiver had written a letter
to Gov. Rick Scott alerting
him to the escalating fi-
nancial crisis in the city Ñ
all amid an FBI public cor-
ruption investigation.

ÒTo avert financial col-
lapse, state intervention is
needed,Ó Jackson conclud-
ed, after reviewing the cityÕs
debts now totaling more
than $8 million. She noted
that Opa-locka, one of the
county's poorest cities, was
in a Òsimilar predicamentÓ
back in 2002 when the
state provided assistance
during a Òdeclaration of
financial emergency.Ó

If the state does step in, it
is unclear whether Florida
officials would do so before 

OPA-LOCKA

County
urges
state to
take over
Opa-locka
finances
... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mayor Carlos Gimenez sent
a letter to the st ate chief
inspector general asking
fo r a fiscal takeover
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The letter was sent  on the
same day that FBI agents
raided Opa-locka City Hall
in a corruption probe
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Opa-locka Õs finances are in
dire straits
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BY JAY WEAVER
AND KATIE LEPRI

jweaver@miamiherald.com

SEE OPA-LOCKA, 2A

CHRIS CARLSONAP

Former first lady Nancy Reagan was laid to rest Friday afternoon next to
her beloved husband on the grounds of the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library in Southern California. Above, her children, Patti Davis and Ronald
P. Reagan, pause at the casket for a final goodbye at the graveside service,
which was attended by, among other dignitaries, former President George
W. Bush, first lady Michelle Obama, former California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, and celebrities Tom Selleck and Wayne Newton. Reagan
died Sunday at 94 of congestive heart failure. Former President Reagan
was 93 when he died in 2004 after a battle with AlzheimerÕs. Story, 10A

A FINAL FAREWELL
TO FIRST LADY 

marks the end of the session.
If Scott was disappointed in the

rejection of his priorities by his
fellow Republicans, he didnÕt
show it.

During a post-session gather-
ing with legislative leaders, Scott
repeatedly used the pronoun
Òwe,Ó praised them for Òa good
budget,Ó and dismissed talk that
the Legislature might return for a
special session to override his
line-item vetoes.

ÒIÕm going to look for duplica-
tive services. IÕm going to look
for things where we can save
money, where we canÕt get a
return on investment. But I think

TALLAHASSEE

On time and in high spirits, a
unified Florida Legislature fin-
ished its annual session Friday,
passing the biggest budget in
state history and handing one
last defeat to Gov. Rick Scott by
firing the stateÕs top health offi-
cial.

Lawmakers adjourned Sine Die
at 6:46 p.m. as hundreds of peo-
ple cheered the dropping of two
handkerchiefs to the CapitolÕs
terrazzo floor that traditionally

we have a good budget,Ó Scott
said.

Speculation has been rampant
that Scott would use his veto pen
more aggressively than ever, and
lawmakers in a sign of emerging
bipartisanship have talked about
getting even with him by over-
turning his vetoes. But that sce-
nario seems much less likely
after ScottÕs conciliatory tone.

ÒI havenÕt heard anything
about that and IÕm hoping not
to,Ó said Rep. Erik Fresen, R-
Miami.

Scott also announced plans to
invite legislators to join him on a 

FLORIDA LEGISLATURE

$82.3B budget is approved
in snub to  ScottÕs agenda
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Gov. Rick Scott Õs veto pen looms over budget
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Legislators may reconvene in special session to override vetos
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BY STEVE BOUSQUET

Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau

MORE INSIDE

Key bills on education, Everglades, win
approval, but Tri-RailÕs plans for downtown
Miami fall flat in state Legislature, 
Stories, 8-9A . 

SEE STATE BUDGET, 2A
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Set in one of theworldÕs most sought-
after neighborhoods, this sleek and
modern triple condominiumresidence
in the Setai in Miami Beach is a cel-
ebrated icon of serenity and elegance.
The eye-catching three-bedroom,four-
and-one-half-bath homeÐ No.1701 at
101 20th St.Ð comprises
approximately 3,691 interior
square feet along with two
balconies, all on one�oor.
O�ered at $7,950,000, this
residence isa South Florida
standout,featuringsweeping
panoramas and an array of
�rst-class�nishes and�ve-
star amenities.

Inside,walls ofglass and high ceilings
invite spectacular ocean and skyline views,
and bathe the contemporary home in
natural light.The residence is designed
for entertaining, with a custom alcove
seating area,a massivegreatroom, media
center andgameroom/gym. Inkeeping
with the unitÕs uniquely luxurious theme,
furnishingsbyDavid Scott Interiors
beautifully recreate the sea-and-sand
essence of this oceanfront home and are
availablefor purchase.The spacious and
modern kitchen has been out�tted with
stainless steel appliances and rich wood
cabinetry.In the master suite, two grand
walk-inclosets lie adjacent toa wall of
glass coveringbuilt-in wardrobes. Dual

master his-and-hersbaths includea deep
soaker tub and shower for her anda glass-
enclosed rainfall shower for him. Outside,
both balconies o�er panoramic vistas Ñ
facing east to MiamiÕs beaches andwest
to the downtown area.

The Setai isa South Beach landmark
and the centerpiece of a
charming and historic Art
Deco neighborhood. Here,
residents can enjoy a Zen
patio area withre�ection
ponds, three heated in�n-
ity pools set amidswaying
palms,a solar-powered
beachfront kitchenfor snack
service alongside thewaves,

a full-service spa, an Asian fusionrestau-
rant anda tasteful lounge.

A litany of restaurants, shopping
and nightlife choices are just stepsaway.
The Bass Museum of Art, NewWorld
Symphony,PŽrez Art Museum Miami,
Adrienne Arsht Centerfor thePerform-
ing Arts and other cultural institutions
beckon nearby.Adding to the multitude
of conveniences of theresidence, the new
homeowners will havethreevalet park-
ing spaces aswell as access to 24-hour
conciergeservices.

For more information, contact
Nancy Batchelor at 305-903-2850 or
Nesti Mendoza at 917-405-5028 or
log on to www.TheSetai1701.com.

Inside, walls of glass and highceilings invite spectacular ocean and skyline views.

Rarecondo o! ering in theSetai
features ocean and city viewsThereÕs a placefor

thosewho arethinking
about downsizing or living
in a more hassle-free envi-
ronment,but donÕtwant
to sacri�ce the space of a
single-family home. ItÕs the
ideal placefor thosewho
are tired of the upkeep of
maintaining their estate.

Situated in the heart
of Coral GablesÕ coveted
Shops at Merrick Park,
the new condominium
development of Laguna
House is o�eringa limited
collection of 13 luxury
residences high abovethe
areaÕs mansionrooftops,
with large�oor plans rang-
ing from 3,000 to 6,250
square feet.

Designed toexude the
privacyone is a�orded in
a Coral Gables neighbor-
hood setting, the 10-story,
boutique condominium
projectfeatures just one or
two units per level, includ-
inga penthouse spanning
the entire top�oor.

Residents haveprivate
elevator access directly
into their unit, or can
greet guests ina formal
foyer outside of their front
door.

Asa fresh interpreta-
tion of contemporary
living in Coral Gables,
each residenceÕs entryway
opens to anoversize great
room and open-concept
modern kitchen with Ital-
ian cabinetry,stainless steel
appliances anda built-in
wine cooler, idealfor styl-
ish entertaining.

A sprawling private
terrace adjoins thegreat

room to create anex-
pansivespace boasting
city and bay viewsand a
summer kitchen with an
outdoorgrill Ñ an ideal
gathering placefor family
and friends.

Leaving no stone
unturned,a largemaster
bedroom is complete with
a walk-incloset and spa-
inspired master bathroom
thatfeatures natural
lighting and window
vistas. Bathroom design
details include imported
European stone through-
out, his-and-hersvanities
anda freestanding, deep
soaking tub.The unique
livingexperience at Laguna
House o�ers the best of
bothworldsÑ p rivacyin
a large residence anda vast
selection of metropolitan
amenities.Just outside of
the estate-inspired condo
residences thereÕs a back-
yardof luxury,dining and
fashion.

The Shops at Mer-
rick Park is the backdrop
to liveamidst more than
100 stores andrestaurants.
Residents can meet friends
for drinks and dinner at
Mariposa orVillagio, and
shop ona whim, with
stores like Gucci, Burberry,
Jimmy Choo and Neiman
Marcus in the backyard.

Residents canwalk
their dogs through the
shops orwork upa sweat
at Equinox,where they
receivea complimentary,
one-yeargym membership
at the time of purchase at
Laguna House.They can
also indulge in a dayof

wellness andrelaxation at
Elemis Spa.

ÒThe neighboring
conveniences of Shops at
Merrick Park, combined
with Laguna HouseÕs
handful of units,few
neighbors and unique
location in Coral Gables,
make condo living easier
for thosewho value space
and privacy, yet seek
luxury living ina more
urban setting,Ósaid Oscar
Roger,president and CEO
of Roger Development
Group, the projectÕs devel-
oper. ÒLaguna House is
truly the ÔChanelÕ of condo
livingÑ stylish,re�ned
and beautifully crafted to
meet the needs of sophis-
ticated homebuyers.Ó

Keeping with the time-
less architecture of Coral
Gables, Laguna House will
feature a Mediterranean-
styleexterior that harmo-
niously blends with its
contemporary interiors
and elegant surroundings.

The building will also
o�er an outdoor pool
and sundeck, two park-
ing spaces perresidence,
and 3,565 square feet of
ground-�oorretail with
additional shopping and
dining options.

Located at 4220
Laguna St.,residences are
priced from $1.5 mil-
lion, withexclusivesales
representationbyONE
SothebyÕsInternational
Realty.

For more information,
call 305-444-4777 or visit
www.lagunahousecoral
gables.com.

Estate living in Coral GablesÕ
Shopsat MerrickPark

The residencefeatures sweeping panoramas and an array of" rst-class"nishes and "ve-star amenities.

Each Laguna HouseresidenceÕs entryway opensto anoversize greatroom and open-concept modernkitchen.

BYJANA SOELDNERDANGER
SpecialtoSouthFloridaHome

Great news. ItÕs not neces-
sary to rinse dishes before load-
ing them into the dishwasher.
In fact, itÕs better not to. Also,
your stovemay be able to teach
you howto turn out perfect
recipes, and therefrigerator
may helpyou avoid running
out of milk.

TodayÕs appliances are
making life more convenient
thanever. Some appliance
trends involve new, complex
andexpensive technology.
Other trending appliances use
simpler technology and em-
ploy methods and techniques
that havebeen around for a
while,but arebecoming more
popular now.

SMARTER AND SMARTER
Smart technology is�nd-

ing itsway into homes in areas
thatgobeyond thermostats
and alarm systems. ÒThere
seems to bea new, emerging
trend in smart appliances,Ó
said Danny Hertzberg,a real
estate sales associate with
The Jills at Coldwell Banker

in Miami, anda recent panel-
ist at the annual Consumer
Electronics Show in LasVegas.
ÒAnd the devices are starting
to function at higher levels.
TheyÕvebeen adoptedby
younger consumers,but thereÕs
also an emerging movement
for people to use themwhen
theywant to be able tokeep
their aging parents in their
own homes longer. They can
also make life easierfor the
disabled and help them to be
more independent.Ó

Some smart technology is
notyet a�ordable enough to be
mainstream,but once products
exist, they usually come quickly
to the marketplace.Then, prices
tend todrop as competition
increases.

CHILLING OUT
Everget to the supermar-

ket only to realize that the
grocery list is still at home? It
doesnÕthaveto happen if the
homeowner has one of the
new, smart refrigerators. ÒYou

can createa shopping list on a
digital panel on therefrigerator
door, and then access it from
your phonewhileyouÕreat the
store,Ó Hertzberg said. ÒOr if
you canÕtremember ifyou need
something thatÕs not on the
list, thereÕs a camera inside the
refrigerator soyou can look to
seewhatÕs there andwhat isnÕt.Ó

Too much trouble togoto
the store? ÒYou can usea touch
panel toreordergroceries that
will be shipped directly to you,Ó
Hertzberg said. ÒThereÕs also
a refrigerator equipped with a
sensor that letsyou open the
doorbyraisingyour foot if
your hands are full.Ó

Anotherfeature on one of
the newrefrigerators:a door
made ofblack glass. ÒIfyou
knock on it, theglassgoes clear
andyou can seewhatÕs inside,Ó
Hertzberg said, adding that it
saves energybecause itÕs not nec-
essary to open the door to hunt
for items.

Refrigerators withFrench
doors can be more convenient
than side-by-sides because they
accommodate largeitems. And
whena homerequires ad-
ditionalrefrigerator space, an

under-the-counter model may
bea goodchoice. ÒPeople are
wanting more refrigerator space
because theyÕredoing more
cooking with fresh items,Ó said
Alex Hernandez, an outside
salesrepresentativefor Fergu-
son Bath, Kitchen and Lighting
in Coral Gables.ÒAnd kids can
reach under-counterrefrig-
erators.There arealso draw-
ers that are a combination of
refrigeration and freezer.Ó

ELIMINATING GUESSWORK
Ovens and ranges are also

getting smarter. ÒThereÕs a
functionfor the home cook
who is just starting toexplore
the kitchen,Ó said Cody Merrill,
showroom manager atFergu-
son in Coral Gables, describ-
ing anoven that hasbuilt-in
recipes with detailed directions.
ÒYou tell itwhat dishyou want
to make and how youwant
it cooked, and it will tellyou
everythingyou need to know to
make it turn out perfectly Ñ
what the temperature should be
andwhen itÕs done. It takes the
guesswork out of cooking.Ó

TodayÕs smarter appliances can make life easier than ever

Refrigerators withFrench doors can accommodate large items more easily than
those with single doors. (Courtesy ofFergusonBath,Kitchen& Lighting). ¥CONTINUES ONPAGE 2

Page: RealEstate_f Pub. date: Saturday, March12 Last user: jcaso@miamiherald.com Edition: 1st Section, zone:Real Estate, DadeNorth Last change at: 16:14:54 March10

HOME
S OU T H F L O R ID A

RESIDENTIAL ANDCOMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE LISTINGS INSIDE

HN

SPECIAL REAL ESTATE SECTION¥ SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2016

Set in one of theworldÕs most sought-
after neighborhoods, this sleek and
modern triple condominiumresidence
in the Setai in Miami Beach is a cel-
ebrated icon of serenity and elegance.
The eye-catching three-bedroom,four-
and-one-half-bath homeÐ No.1701 at
101 20th St.Ð comprises
approximately 3,691 interior
square feet along with two
balconies, all on one! oor.
O" ered at $7,950,000, this
residence isa South Florida
standout,featuringsweeping
panoramas and an array of
#rst-class#nishes and#ve-
star amenities.

Inside,walls ofglass and high ceilings
invite spectacular ocean and skyline views,
and bathe the contemporary home in
natural light.The residence is designed
for entertaining, with a custom alcove
seating area,a massivegreatroom, media
center andgameroom/gym. Inkeeping
with the unitÕs uniquely luxurious theme,
furnishingsbyDavid Scott Interiors
beautifully recreate the sea-and-sand
essence of this oceanfront home and are
availablefor purchase.The spacious and
modern kitchen has been out#tted with
stainless steel appliances and rich wood
cabinetry.In the master suite, two grand
walk-inclosets lie adjacent toa wall of
glass coveringbuilt-in wardrobes. Dual

master his-and-hersbaths includea deep
soaker tub and shower for her anda glass-
enclosed rainfall shower for him. Outside,
both balconies o" er panoramic vistas Ñ
facing east to MiamiÕs beaches andwest
to the downtown area.

The Setai isa South Beach landmark
and the centerpiece of a
charming and historic Art
Deco neighborhood. Here,
residents can enjoy a Zen
patio area withre! ection
ponds, three heated in#n-
ity pools set amidswaying
palms,a solar-powered
beachfront kitchenfor snack
service alongside thewaves,

a full-service spa, an Asian fusionrestau-
rant anda tasteful lounge.

A litany of restaurants, shopping
and nightlife choices are just stepsaway.
The Bass Museum of Art, NewWorld
Symphony,PŽrez Art Museum Miami,
Adrienne Arsht Centerfor thePerform-
ing Arts and other cultural institutions
beckon nearby.Adding to the multitude
of conveniences of theresidence, the new
homeowners will havethreevalet park-
ing spaces aswell as access to 24-hour
conciergeservices.

For more information, contact
Nancy Batchelor at 305-903-2850 or
Nesti Mendoza at 917-405-5028 or
log on to www.TheSetai1701.com.

Inside, walls of glass and highceilings invite spectacular ocean and skyline views.

Rarecondo o! ering in theSetai
features ocean and city viewsThereÕs a placefor

thosewho arethinking
about downsizing or living
in a more hassle-free envi-
ronment,but donÕtwant
to sacri#ce the space of a
single-family home. ItÕs the
ideal placefor thosewho
are tired of the upkeep of
maintaining their estate.

Situated in the heart
of Coral GablesÕ coveted
Shops at Merrick Park,
the new condominium
development of Laguna
House is o" eringa limited
collection of 13 luxury
residences high abovethe
areaÕs mansionrooftops,
with large! oor plans rang-
ing from 3,000 to 6,250
square feet.

Designed toexude the
privacyone is a" orded in
a Coral Gables neighbor-
hood setting, the 10-story,
boutique condominium
projectfeatures just one or
two units per level, includ-
inga penthouse spanning
the entire top! oor.

Residents haveprivate
elevator access directly
into their unit, or can
greet guests ina formal
foyer outside of their front
door.

Asa fresh interpreta-
tion of contemporary
living in Coral Gables,
each residenceÕs entryway
opens to anoversize great
room and open-concept
modern kitchen with Ital-
ian cabinetry,stainless steel
appliances anda built-in
wine cooler, idealfor styl-
ish entertaining.

A sprawling private
terrace adjoins thegreat

room to create anex-
pansivespace boasting
city and bay viewsand a
summer kitchen with an
outdoorgrill Ñ an ideal
gathering placefor family
and friends.

Leaving no stone
unturned,a largemaster
bedroom is complete with
a walk-incloset and spa-
inspired master bathroom
thatfeatures natural
lighting and window
vistas. Bathroom design
details include imported
European stone through-
out, his-and-hersvanities
anda freestanding, deep
soaking tub.The unique
livingexperience at Laguna
House o" ers the best of
bothworldsÑ p rivacyin
a large residence anda vast
selection of metropolitan
amenities.Just outside of
the estate-inspired condo
residences thereÕs a back-
yardof luxury,dining and
fashion.

The Shops at Mer-
rick Park is the backdrop
to liveamidst more than
100 stores andrestaurants.
Residents can meet friends
for drinks and dinner at
Mariposa orVillagio, and
shop ona whim, with
stores like Gucci, Burberry,
Jimmy Choo and Neiman
Marcus in the backyard.

Residents canwalk
their dogs through the
shops orwork upa sweat
at Equinox,where they
receivea complimentary,
one-yeargym membership
at the time of purchase at
Laguna House.They can
also indulge in a dayof

wellness andrelaxation at
Elemis Spa.

ÒThe neighboring
conveniences of Shops at
Merrick Park, combined
with Laguna HouseÕs
handful of units,few
neighbors and unique
location in Coral Gables,
make condo living easier
for thosewho value space
and privacy, yet seek
luxury living ina more
urban setting,Ósaid Oscar
Roger,president and CEO
of Roger Development
Group, the projectÕs devel-
oper. ÒLaguna House is
truly the ÔChanelÕ of condo
livingÑ stylish,re#ned
and beautifully crafted to
meet the needs of sophis-
ticated homebuyers.Ó

Keeping with the time-
less architecture of Coral
Gables, Laguna House will
feature a Mediterranean-
styleexterior that harmo-
niously blends with its
contemporary interiors
and elegant surroundings.

The building will also
o" er an outdoor pool
and sundeck, two park-
ing spaces perresidence,
and 3,565 square feet of
ground-! oorretail with
additional shopping and
dining options.

Located at 4220
Laguna St.,residences are
priced from $1.5 mil-
lion, withexclusivesales
representationbyONE
SothebyÕsInternational
Realty.

For more information,
call 305-444-4777 or visit
www.lagunahousecoral
gables.com.

Estate living in Coral GablesÕ
Shopsat MerrickPark

The residencefeatures sweeping panoramas and an array of" rst-class"nishes and "ve-star amenities.

Each Laguna HouseresidenceÕs entryway opensto anoversize greatroom and open-concept modernkitchen.

BYJANA SOELDNERDANGER
SpecialtoSouthFloridaHome

Great news. ItÕs not neces-
sary to rinse dishes before load-
ing them into the dishwasher.
In fact, itÕs better not to. Also,
your stovemay be able to teach
you howto turn out perfect
recipes, and therefrigerator
may helpyou avoid running
out of milk.

TodayÕs appliances are
making life more convenient
thanever. Some appliance
trends involve new, complex
andexpensive technology.
Other trending appliances use
simpler technology and em-
ploy methods and techniques
that havebeen around for a
while,but arebecoming more
popular now.

SMARTER AND SMARTER
Smart technology is#nd-

ing itsway into homes in areas
thatgobeyond thermostats
and alarm systems. ÒThere
seems to bea new, emerging
trend in smart appliances,Ó
said Danny Hertzberg,a real
estate sales associate with
The Jills at Coldwell Banker

in Miami, anda recent panel-
ist at the annual Consumer
Electronics Show in LasVegas.
ÒAnd the devices are starting
to function at higher levels.
TheyÕvebeen adoptedby
younger consumers,but thereÕs
also an emerging movement
for people to use themwhen
theywant to be able tokeep
their aging parents in their
own homes longer. They can
also make life easierfor the
disabled and help them to be
more independent.Ó

Some smart technology is
notyet a" ordable enough to be
mainstream,but once products
exist, they usually come quickly
to the marketplace.Then, prices
tend todrop as competition
increases.

CHILLING OUT
Everget to the supermar-

ket only to realize that the
grocery list is still at home? It
doesnÕthaveto happen if the
homeowner has one of the
new, smart refrigerators. ÒYou

can createa shopping list on a
digital panel on therefrigerator
door, and then access it from
your phonewhileyouÕreat the
store,Ó Hertzberg said. ÒOr if
you canÕtremember ifyou need
something thatÕs not on the
list, thereÕs a camera inside the
refrigerator soyou can look to
seewhatÕs there andwhat isnÕt.Ó

Too much trouble togoto
the store? ÒYou can usea touch
panel toreordergroceries that
will be shipped directly to you,Ó
Hertzberg said. ÒThereÕs also
a refrigerator equipped with a
sensor that letsyou open the
doorbyraisingyour foot if
your hands are full.Ó

Anotherfeature on one of
the newrefrigerators:a door
made ofblack glass. ÒIfyou
knock on it, theglassgoes clear
andyou can seewhatÕs inside,Ó
Hertzberg said, adding that it
saves energybecause itÕs not nec-
essary to open the door to hunt
for items.

Refrigerators withFrench
doors can be more convenient
than side-by-sides because they
accommodate largeitems. And
whena homerequires ad-
ditionalrefrigerator space, an

under-the-counter model may
bea goodchoice. ÒPeople are
wanting more refrigerator space
because theyÕredoing more
cooking with fresh items,Ó said
Alex Hernandez, an outside
salesrepresentativefor Fergu-
son Bath, Kitchen and Lighting
in Coral Gables.ÒAnd kids can
reach under-counterrefrig-
erators.There arealso draw-
ers that are a combination of
refrigeration and freezer.Ó

ELIMINATING GUESSWORK
Ovens and ranges are also

getting smarter. ÒThereÕs a
functionfor the home cook
who is just starting toexplore
the kitchen,Ó said Cody Merrill,
showroom manager atFergu-
son in Coral Gables, describ-
ing anoven that hasbuilt-in
recipes with detailed directions.
ÒYou tell itwhat dishyou want
to make and how youwant
it cooked, and it will tellyou
everythingyou need to know to
make it turn out perfectly Ñ
what the temperature should be
andwhen itÕs done. It takes the
guesswork out of cooking.Ó

TodayÕs smarter appliances can make life easier than ever

Refrigerators withFrench doors can accommodate large items more easily than
those with single doors. (Courtesy ofFergusonBath,Kitchen& Lighting). ¥CONTINUES ONPAGE 2

BYJIMWOODARD
CreatorsSyndicate

The mortgage foreclosure rate
has dropped toa more normal
rate.Thiswas the major point in a
report recently issuedbythe Mort-
gageBankers Association.

ÒThe delinquency ratefor mort-
gageloans on one-to-four-unit
residential properties decreased to
a seasonally adjusted rate of 4.77
percent of all loans outstanding
at the end of thefourth quarter
of 2015.Thiswas the lowest level
since the third quarter of 2006.

ÒThe delinquency rate decreased
22 basis points from the previous
quarter, and 91 basis points from
oneyear ago,according to the
Mortgage Bankers AssociationÕs
National Delinquency Survey,re-
leased at the associationÕsNational
Mortgage Servicing Conference

and Expo 2016 in Orlando, FL.
ÒThe delinquency rate includes

loans that are at least one payment
past duebut does not include loans
in the process offoreclosure.Ó

The report speci! ed the type
of loans thatweremost a" ected
bythereduced number offoreclo-
sures.

ÒThe percentage of loans on
which foreclosure actionswere
started during thefourth quarter
was 0.36 percent,a decrease of
two basis points from the previous
quarter, and down 10 basis points
from oneyear ago.Thisforeclosure
start ratewas at the lowest level
since the second quarter of 2003.

ÒThe percentage of loans in the
foreclosure process at the end of

the third quarterwas 1.77 percent,
down 11 basis points from the
third quarter and 50 basis points
lower than oneyear ago.Thiswas
the lowestforeclosure inventory
rate seen since the third quarter of
2007.Ó

The report includeda com-
mentbyMarinaWalsh, MBAÕs Vice
President of Industry Analysis:

ÒTheoverall delinquency rate
fell to pre-recession levels and at
4.8 percent,was lower than the
historicalaverage of 5.4 percent
for the time period 1979 to 2015.
The rate atwhich newforeclosures
werestarted decreased to 0.36
percent, the lowest rate since 2003
and only one-fourth of therecord
high level during theworst of the
foreclosure crisis in the third quar-
ter of 2009.Ó

Send questions to: storyjim@aol.com.

BYTOM KELLY
SpecialtoSouthFloridaHome

Whether itÕs their parentsÕ
home, thefamily cabin or a
few stocks and bonds,children
often donÕtknow the bestway

to handle assets
that could be
coming from
mom and dad.

The Wil-
liams Group,
a! nancial
planning! rm,
researched
3,250families

that transitioned theirwealth
to their heirs.The! rmÕsdata
showed that only 30 percent of
families transition theirwealth
successfully,mainly because they
failed to properly prepare their
heirs.

The transition ofwealth
hasnÕtreally beena problemfor
previousgenerations,but the
happy-to-borrow baby boomers
posed an entirely di" erentchal-
lenge.The GI Generation, also

known as the Greatest Genera-
tion, had to Òmake doÓ during
the Depression and WorldWar
II and that philosophy still
in#uences its conduct today.
Members of thisgroup often
are reluctant to spend money
on themselves in order to make
their lives more comfortable.
They de! nitely subscribe to a
pay-it-o" philosophy,especially
when it comes to theroof over
their heads.Very few purchased
Ð or even cared toexplore -
long-term care insurance and are
thusfooting the billfor home
care assistance.

The GIÕs unwrittengoalwas
to retire withouta mortgage and
not achieving thisgoalwas often
seen, andfelt, asa huge and de-
pressingfailure. Many of them
donÕtsee any reason to diveinto
their! nancial assets and Òwould
rather leaveit for the kidsÓeven
though the kids could be in a
far better! nancial place than
thefolks.

Baby boomers, the largest,
healthiest andwealthiestgroup

ever appearing on theU. S.
growth landscape, never met a
loan they didnÕtlike. After lever-
aging appreciation and location
in their starter and move-up
homes to pay for cars, college
tuitions and trips, theireventual
retirement home probably will
hold most of the equity in their
lives.Their last home will not be
terribly modest because of their
desire to entertain. Some mem-
bers will purchase long-term
care insurance in their earning
years, allowingfor more cash to
be spent on more gadgets.

While some analystssay
some boomers havegained wis-
dom with age and curbed their
spendingways, many others
werenot persuaded. How they
behavecontinues to confound
researchers,but what else is new?

In an economic study pre-
paredbyThe Urban Institute
for AARP, authors Barbara
Butrica and Cori Uccello con-
tend that boomers will amass
more wealth inreal terms at
retirement than will the two

previousgenerations. Median
householdwealth at age 67 will
growfrom $448,000among
current retirees to $600,000
among boomers. Income at
retirement is consistent with
trends inwealth atretirement,
the study shows. Projected
household income at age 67
will increase from $44,000
among current retirees to
$65,000 among boomers.
As withwealth, there will be
income disparities among older
andyounger boomers. Non-
retirement income isexpected
to decline betweenolder and
younger boomers.

However, otherresearchers,
including LarryCohen, director
of Princeton, NewJersey-based
Consumer Financial Decisions,
wonder if many boomers, given
their spending history,will get
to the traditionalretirement
years with any real assets.

ÒAs the cohort responsible
for theexplosion of credit in
the 1980Õs and 1990Õs, boomers
are hardly likely to forgoimme-

diategrati! cation in their later
years,ÕÕCohen said. ÒThe trend
among seniors willonly be exac-
erbatedwhen the boomers enter
retirement age.The convenience
of credit card use with the occa-
sional slip intorevolving credit
along with leveraging their assets
for around-the-world tours or
trips into space mean that the
more responsible boomers will
havecredit insurance to cover
their inevitable demise.The rest,
who arenot sowealthy that they
simply can a" ord that type of
lifestyle, may wind up bequeath-
ing their debt astheir legacy
instead of the ÔtrillionsÕthat they
inherited.ÕÕ

Spend and borrow,spend and
borrow . . . Boomers,who will
work into their 70s, will con-
tinue to do both.Why expect
them tochange when theyÕve
changed theworld around them
every step of theway?

Tom KellyÕs novel ÒHovering Above
a HomicideÓ is now in print and E-
bookform.

Research the best wa y to t ransfer MomÕs home

Mortgageforeclosure rate lowest since 2003
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STEAMING ALONG
Steam cooking has

been aroundfor a while,
but it has become popular
recently,said Hernandez,
an outside salesrepre-
sentativefor Ferguson. A
steam cooker, he added, is
similar to anoven,but it
hasa smaller cavity. ÒItÕs
an additional tool,Ó he
said. ÒFood stays moister,
and itÕs a healthy wayof
cooking.Ó

An appliance that
combines steam and
regular cooking is bet-
ter than steam alone, and
may eliminate the need
for a microwave. ÒWith
just steam,food doesnÕt

get browned,but with a
combination,you getfood
thatÕs really tender and also
browned,Ó Merrill said.
ÒSteam cooking is also
really goodfor reheating
because it doesnÕtdry food
out like a microwave.

ÒIt doesnÕtboilwater or
make popcorn, ÒMerrill
said. ÒBut otherwise,you
wouldnÕtneeda micro-
wave.Ó

Thosewho do still
want microwaves may want
to choose one of the mod-
els that! t under the coun-
ter or ina drawer instead
of on top of the counter
orover the stove. ÒTheyÕre
often put into the kitchen
island,Ó Merrill said. ÒIt
saves space and provides

#exibility of design.There
are also combinations of
microwaves andwarming
drawers.Ó

INSTANT INDUCTION
Induction cooking,

which has been aroundfor
years, hasrecently become
popular again. ÒIt left the
U.S.marketfor a long
time,but itÕs come back
strong,ÓHernandez said.

Some of the advan-
tages: ÒInduction is
instant, like naturalgas,Ó
Hernandez said.ÒAnd it
wonÕt turn on or get hot
unless thereÕs a pot on it
made withferrous metal.
It works with magnets,
so the pot becomes the
burner, not the cooktop.Ó

If a child comes along
and touches theburner,
he or shewonÕt be injured.
ÒAnd it doesnÕtheat up
your home as much as
other methods,Ó Merrill
said.

Some induction cook-
tops donÕthave burners

at allÑ t hey are simply
large, #at cooking surfaces.
ÒYou can put the pots on
the cooktop anywhere you
want,Ó Merrill said. ÒIf
something spillsover it
wonÕt burn on, so itÕs easy
to clean.Ó

CONVECTIONCONNECTION
Convection is another

option. ÒConvection bak-
ing is better thanregular
baking across the board,Ó
Hernandez said. ÒIt cooks
faster and more evenly and
provides more uniform
heating throughout the
wholeoven.People have
been afraid of convection
cooking, but now theyÕre
understanding it more and
using it more.Ó

AND MORE
Temperature probes

are convenient and save
energy. ÒYou plug them
into theoven, and a read-
out outside theoventells
you the internal tempera-
ture,Ó Hernandez said. ÒIt

reduces the need to open
andclose theoven door.Ó

Ever had theexperience
of leaving the house and
wondering if the stoveis
still on? Not toworry.
ThereÕs a new, smart device
that will senda message
to a homeownerÕs phone
if the stoveis onwhen it
shouldnÕtbe, Hertzberg
said.The feature is also
goodfor thosewho worry
about elderly parents leav-
ing the stoveon.

DISHING IT
It is no longer neces-

sary,oreven advisable, to
rinse dishes before loading
them into the dishwasher.
ÒDishwashers havecome
such a longways in how
theywash andclean,Ó
Hernandez said. ÒBecause
you donÕthaveto rinse,
youÕreusing lesswater, and
it helps prevent etching.Ó

According toa Con-
sumerReports article,
rinsing dishes is not only a
waste of time,but also can

waste as much as 6,000
gallons ofwatera year.
Simply scraping leftover
food o" the dishes is
enough, because the to-
dayÕs machines can do the
job sowell.

Dishwasher detergents
today,however, dowork
di" erently thanwhen they
contained phosphates,
which were banned several
years ago because of envi-
ronmental concerns. ÒThe
phosphatesreally helped
withcleaning, so todayÕs
dishwashers havelonger
cleaningcycles,Ó Merrill
said.

Some dishwashers
today have three racks
instead of two.ÒThe top
rack is for cutlery and
ladles,Ó Hernandez said.
ÒItÕs better use of the
interior space.Ó

Moderately priced
dishwashers usually dry
witha heat coil at the bot-
tom of the machine,but
high-end models often dry
using convection, Merrill
said.

Some smart dishwash-
ers sensewhen homeown-
ers are running out of
detergent based on the size
and number of loads they
usually do.ÒTheyÕll order
for you ona regular basis,Ó
Hertzberg said.

There arealsowashing
machines that will auto-
matically reorder supplies.
ÒAnd there is a device that
does both thewashing and
drying with one machine
instead of needing to have
two appliances,Ó Hertzberg
said. ÒIt saves space.Ó

TodayÕs smarter appliances are making lif e easier, safer
CONTINUED FROMPAGE 1 Aninduction

cooktop like this
one allowsthe
cook to place
pots anywhere
on the surface
instead of being
con! nedto
burners. (Cour-
tesy ofFerguson
Bath,Kitchen &
Lighting)
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